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 Village Manager’s Office 
 
 

SUBJECT:  Consideration of a Resolution 

adopting the Metropolitan Mayors’ Caucus’ 

Greenest Region Compact  

AGENDA ITEM:  9.b.i 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 17, 2020 

 
VILLAGE BOARD REPORT 

 

TO:    Village President and Board of Trustees 

 

FROM:  Robyn Flakne, Natural Resources Manager, (847) 904-4536 

Jake Kohler, Administrative Intern, (847) 904-4488 

 

THROUGH:  Matt Formica, Village Manager 

 

PURPOSE AND ACTION REQUESTED: 

Staff requests Board consideration of a Resolution and Natural Resources Commission 

recommendation adopting the Greenest Region Compact (“GRC”) to continue moving the 

Village of Glenview toward collaborative goals that address sustainability in the greater Chicago 

region. Adoption of the GRC demonstrates that the Village is supportive of the sustainability 

goals and practices of the compact and will work to achieve those goals to advance 

environmental stewardship, sustainability, and quality of life in the community in cooperation 

with other communities throughout the region.  

 

BACKGROUND & DISCUSSION: 

The GRC, which is administered by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, promotes sustainability in 

communities across the region through an emphasis on environmentally friendly practices that 

can be established by municipal leaders and staff. The GRC has created 49 high-level goals to 

guide municipal action, support elected officials in promoting environmentally sustainable 

practices, and create opportunities for collaboration with other communities to foster positive 

impacts on the region. These goals fall within ten sustainability categories: climate, economic 

development, energy, land, leadership, mobility, municipal operations, sustainable communities, 

water, and waste & recycling. These goals provide an a la carte framework for action. 

Completion of these goals is not required to adopt to GRC and no one community is completing 

work on all goals.   

 

Staff completed a comprehensive review of the 49 high-level goals to determine the Village’s 

current alignment with the framework of the GRC. The review, which is included as an 

attachment, demonstrates that the Village’s current practices are in strong alignment with the 

GRC goals. This document was reviewed and discussed with the Natural Resources Commission 

at the July 20, 2020 meeting. At the September 21, 2020 meeting, the Natural Resources 

Commission unanimously recommended adoption of the GRC by the Village Board. The Natural 

Resources Commission noted that joining the GRC provides public recognition of the Village’s 
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efforts to improve environmental sustainability and potentially offers access to resources that 

would support further efforts. 

 

Benefits of adopting the GRC include receiving additional points on grant applications, as well 

as, being eligible for grant opportunities that are only available to signatories. For example, only 

communities that have adopted the GRC are eligible to host AmeriCorps volunteers recruited by 

the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to work on local sustainability issues. Additionally, the 

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus hosts an Environment Committee, which guides implementation of 

the Greenest Region Compact and keeps participant communities updated on grant opportunities 

and on sustainability issues and initiatives that are important to the region. Communities that 

attend these meetings are requested to adopt the GRC, and benefit from experiences and ideas 

shared by other member communities. To date, 131 communities in the region have adopted the 

Greenest Region Compact. This includes 32 of the 43 communities that are members of the 

Northwest Municipal Conference.  

 

BUDGET: 

There is no direct cost associated with this Resolution. Current activities and practices place the 

Village in strong alignment with the GRC. Adoption of the GRC does not commit the Village to 

any future initiatives or expenditures.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff requests approval of a Resolution adopting the Greenest Region Compact.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Resolution and Exhibit A - Village of Glenview GRC Current Alignment 
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RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus provides a forum for the chief elected officials of 

the Chicago region to develop consensus and act on common public policy issues and multi-

jurisdictional challenges; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ participating Mayors and their communities 

have a history of environmental stewardship, from energy efficiency, water conservation, urban 

forestry, and participation in Clean Air Counts; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is important for Mayors and local governments throughout the United States to 

take leadership roles to advance sustainability both in their own communities and in concert with 

regional, national and global initiatives; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus created the Greenest Region Compact to address 

environmental sustainability issues of global importance at the local level; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Greenest Region Compact, an update to the original pledge and sometimes 

referred to as the Greenest Region Compact 2, is built on important environmental initiatives 

already underway in communities, in partnership with many non-profit, state, regional and 

national organizations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Greenest Region Compact synthesizes sustainability goals already adopted by 

leading communities in the region; and these consensus goals align with common regional, state, 

national and global objectives; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Greenest Region Compact offers a companion Framework to guide 

communities of all sizes and strengths to assess their current efforts; develop a sustainability plan 

suited to local priorities; and will offer resources to help them succeed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact will guide coordinated efforts 

toward enhanced quality of life for residents; protection and stewardship of the environment and 

sustainable economic vitality. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Glenview endorses the Greenest 

Region Compact proposed by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and agrees to work to achieve 

them, both in their own communities and in collaboration throughout the region. 

 

PASSED this ______ day of ________________, 2020 

 

AYES:     ____________________________                                                                

 

NAYS:      ____________________________ 

 

ABSENT:   ____________________________ 

                                             

APPROVED by me this this ______ day of ________________, 2020 
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__________________________________                                                               

James R. Patterson, Jr., President 

                                                             Village of Glenview, Cook County, Illinois 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________                                                               

Mathew Formica, Village Clerk 

Village of Glenview, Cook County, Illinois 
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Exhibit A – Village of Glenview GRC Current Alignment 

 
Village of Glenview 

Greenest Region Compact Summary – Current Alignment 

 

The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ Greenest Region Compact Framework offers a series of 

objectives and strategies for achieving sustainability goals in several categories related to local 

government functions such as climate, economic development, energy, land, leadership, 

mobility, municipal operations, sustainable communities, waste and recycling, and water. The 

Village of Glenview currently practices several of the recommended strategies and continues to 

move towards adoption of additional strategies. 

 

The Natural Resources Commission has expressed interest in the Village of Glenview joining the 

numerous local communities that have adopted the Greenest Region Compact (GRC) to 

demonstrate a Village led commitment to sustainability goals. The GRC is nonbinding, but 

requires adoption by resolution at a public Board of Trustees meeting making it a public 

expression of support for environmental sustainability. The Framework offers guidelines for 

communities to continue to improve. It can serve as a basis for communities to create their own 

sustainability plan.  

 

Benefits of adopting the GRC include receiving additional points on grant applications as well as 

being eligible for grant opportunities that are only available to signatories. For example, only 

communities that have adopted the GRC are eligible to host AmeriCorps volunteers recruited by 

the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to work on local sustainability issues. 

 

Village staff reviewed the framework of the GRC and compiled The Village’s current practices, 

as well as information on planned Village initiatives that work towards the framework. 

Climate 

o Air Quality - The Village prohibits open burning of any combustible material/waste 

(except in the use of outdoor cooking in fireplaces of grills) and discourages the use of 

high-emitting small engines, such as for landscaping through a noise ordinance. The 

Village Board has recently approved the purchase of five hybrid Police Interceptors 

which is estimated to reduce 22,560 pounds of CO2 output per vehicle per year when 

compared to the traditional Interceptor.   

o Resiliency - The Village has prepared a disaster mitigation plan that assesses 

infrastructure and public safety threats from extreme weather events and to protect assets, 

public health, and provide essential services through natural and man-made disasters. 

o Community Engagement - The Village informs the community about air quality index 

and air pollution action days. This is done through social media and only on days when 

the National Weather Service for Chicago has issued a pollution action day or air quality 

warning. 

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Develop a climate-smart tree species planting list  
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Economic Development  

o Innovation – The Village developed an Environmental Sustainability award which 

recognizes local businesses that have implemented environmental sustainability measures 

or supports environmental sustainability through their business.  

o 2020-2021 Goals – Continue with the Environmental Sustainability award program. 

Energy 

o Energy Efficiency/Renewable Energy/Energy Management – The Village implements 

energy efficiency measures that have a short-term payback (i.e. lighting, occupancy 

sensors), collaborates with utilities and other agencies to upgrade streetlight equipment 

and integrate smart technologies, and is taking steps to support the adoption of renewable 

energy technologies in the community, particularly in collaborating to prepare for access 

to community solar. 

o Renewable Energy – The Village hosted a Solar Power Hour to inform residents of an 

opportunity to participate in the Solarize Chicagoland group buy program. The Village is 

exploring community solar through a program in Elgin. 

o Policy – The Village has adopted the current Illinois Energy Conservation Code (IECC) 

and has taken steps to facilitate the adoption of renewable energy technologies by 

adapting building and zoning codes. 

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Finalize updates of construction codes to follow the mandated IECC 

 In partnership with Nicor Gas, the Village plans to complete an energy 

assessment with two component parts: (1) pre- and post-testing on the 

approximately twenty boilers owned and maintained at Village facilities. The 

testing could result in energy savings and will result in gas cost savings and is 

planned in the October 2020 timeframe. And, (2) a complete energy efficiency 

analysis with recommendations will be completed at all Village facilities as soon 

as local conditions warrant (temporarily on-hold due to COVID-19 response 

plan). 

Land 

o Sustainable Development/Land Preservation/Parks & Open Space - The Village has 

implemented the Glen Redevelopment and the Plan for Nature to strengthen performance 

in the Land category. During the Glen Redevelopment, the Village identified the need to 

include and create natural and recreational open space. The Village pursues transit 

oriented development and transit-supportive land uses in new development, encourages 

conservation design to protect natural resources, promotes sustainable sites certification 

for commercial and institutional landscapes including the Kent Fuller Air Station Prairie. 

Through the Plan for Nature, The Village identified key natural assets, landscape 

features, and parcels with high value for connectivity and ecosystem function, conserved 

key natural assets and open space through direct acquisition and management. The 

Village has converted numerous detention basins to native landscape from turf grass, 

used landscaping to stabilize five streambanks along the West Fork branch of the 

Chicago River, and converted the Metra right of way along Lehigh Avenue to native 

landscaping.   
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Through the Comprehensive Plan, The Village guides future development to conserve 

natural topography, views, drainage patterns, existing vegetation, and historic or cultural 

assets and prioritize the acquisition, dedication and management of lands to create 

connected greenways. The Village manages some public and private landscapes to 

optimize ecosystem services and support biodiversity, collaborates to restore prairie, 

wetland, forest and other important ecosystems in the community, monitors and controls 

invasive species in natural areas and throughout the community, and ensures long-term 

maintenance and management of protected natural areas within Conservation Design 

development. The Village enforces soil erosion and sediment control regulations for 

construction sites.  

o Parks & Open Space - The Village has developed a park and open space master plan and 

works to maximize the amount of public spaces and parks accessible to residents. The 

Village staff also collaborates with community partners to provide access to under-

utilized land for trails, community gardens, and sustainable landscapes. The Village also 

works to optimize linkages between parks and open spaces (ex. North Navy Ditch), and 

has occasionally worked with developers to integrate and develop open space reserves 

and trails in developments. The Glenview Park District has collaborated with the Village 

to enhance parks, open space, and recreational opportunities accessible to all residents 

and foster healthy community relationships through the use of open space. 

o Urban Forestry - The Village strives to sustain a robust urban forest canopy. The Village 

has completed an inventory and assessment of trees on public right of ways and works to 

maintain their health, mitigate risk, practice integrated pest management, avoid conflicts 

with powerlines, continually plant hardy and site-appropriate trees, diversify the urban 

forest, and earn recognition as a Tree City USA. The Village has conducted a 

community-wide urban tree canopy assessment through collaboration with the Chicago 

Region Tree Initiative. Village staff actively participates in educational events to learn 

industry best practices for tree management and participates in Chicago Region Trees 

Initiative meetings and events.  

o Landscapes - The Village looks for opportunities to manage traditional/cultivated 

landscapes more sustainably, replace turf with sustainable landscaping alternatives, and 

use integrated pest management strategies to reduce impacts from fertilizers and 

pesticides.  The Village’s GIS division has mapped all milkweed stems on public and 

private/front yard property in the Village and has drafted a monarch conservation plan 

which has been adopted by the NRC. The Village participates in the Mayors Monarch 

Pledge and encourages planting of pollinator gardens and increased native planting 

through providing outreach and education to the community. For example, a portion of 

the landscaping at Village hall has been converted to a monarch butterfly garden  

o Policy – The Village has adopted codes and incentives that guide sustainable 

development to maximize social benefits and minimize infrastructure demands. This 

policy effort includes modifying zoning and building regulations to allow mixed-use, 

using zoning and development regulations in strategic locations to increase walkability, 

and promoting site design that encourages the development of vibrant, walkable 

commercial areas. The Village has also enacted and enforced land-use policies that 

preserve open space and protect valuable trees on private property. 
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o Education, Outreach & Engagement - The Natural Resources Commission, through 

collaboration with the Village’s Communications Director, Glenview Public Library, and 

Glenview Park District, engages the community in programs and special events to 

celebrate nature, educates the community about the value of trees, native and sustainable 

landscaping, engages community volunteers in land stewardship activities on public 

landscapes, encourages beautiful, sustainable landscaping on private property, and 

engages residents through Glenview’s Natural Resources Commission. The Village 

collaborated with the Field Museum to host a training on monitoring and reporting 

monarch butterfly activity. The NRC hosted a table at the Farmer’s Market and gave 

away milkweed seed packets. The NRC hosts an annual bike tour of many of the 

detention basins and green infrastructure projects designed to mitigate storm water 

runoff, such as Gallery Park and Techny Basin. Educational signage was created for 

many of the detention basins and natural areas using designs from Glenbrook South 

students. The Village’s Heritage Tree Program works to bring awareness of particularly 

large and old trees and acknowledge their importance to the Village landscape. Volunteer 

engagement events include twice-yearly river cleanups and frequent volunteer planting 

days to install native plants – often in conjunction with Eagle Scout or similar youth 

projects. 

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Retrofit detention basin on Brett Lane from turf vegetation to native landscaping 

with an emphasis on pollinator habitat. 

 Complete renovation of River Dr. retaining wall by adding native landscaping 

demonstrating concepts of the Morton Arboretum’s “Healthy Hedges” campaign 

and supporting pollinator habitat. 

 Design Pine St. floodplain buyout parcel streambank stabilization project to be 

constructed in 2021 using 319 funding. 

 Increase promotion of the Heritage Tree Program and update the webpage and 

map 

 Develop a tree management plan 

o Include a climate-smart tree species planting list  

o Update the Village tree planting list to remove undesirable/invasive 

species (ex: callery pear) 

o Increase urban forest diversity 

o Provide better tree care guides for homeowners with new parkway trees 

 Increase promotion of Village initiatives such as rain garden/barrel program, Plan 

for Nature, monarch habitat creation, etc. 

 Promote Healthy Hedges in conjunction with invasive species removal 

information 

Leadership 

o Leadership/Advocacy/Collaboration - The Village engages with state and national 

municipal associations and local non-governmental organizations to support goals 

aligned with the GRC, and seeks recognition for its sustainability achievements. Through 

grant programs in particular, The Village partners with regional, state, federal, and non-
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governmental organizations to advance sustainability in the community and regionally. 

To date, the Village has received grants for streambank stabilization (5 times), detention 

basin conversion, green roof/permeable pavement, river remeandering, tree planting, 

ComEd Green Region grant, Illinois Green Infrastructure grant, and the Chicago Region 

Trees Initiative grant. The Village has received Chicago Wilderness awards for its work 

on Gallery Park, Techny Basin, and rain garden programs. The Friends of the Chicago 

River awarded the Village its silver ribbon award for its work on the West Fork of the 

Chicago River. The Village has been recognized as a Tree City USA community for over 

35 years and received the Growth Award in 10 of those years.  

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Receive continued recognition as a Tree City USA 

Mobility 

o Bike and Pedestrian - The Village has created a bike and sidewalk master plan, which 

helps to improve connectivity in the community and beyond while identifying gaps in 

pedestrian and bicycle networks and barriers to active modes of travel. This has resulted 

in annual construction of new bike lanes and paths or maintenance of older paths. The 

Village has been recognized as a Bicycle Friendly Community. The Village is also 

collaborating with other local jurisdictions to extend the Skokie Valley Trail network, 

and has provided bicycle parking at municipal facilities and transit stations. The Bike 

Glenview communications collaborative actively encourages residents and visitors to 

walk and bike. 

o Shared-Use Mobility - The Village has added regional transit connections at The Glen, 

enhancing multi-modal transportation options and promote the availability of regional 

transit options. The Village maintains existing transit facilities. By offering flex spending, 

bike parking, and considering offering telecommuting, The Village encourages 

alternative transportation among its employees. The Village maintains streets and 

sidewalks for efficiency and safety but takes some steps to try to limit salt use. Efforts are 

made to discourage idling in certain locations, such as through a specific ordinance at 

Plaza Del Prado. 

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Re-surface a portion of the Techny Basin bike path using grant funds from the 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Apply for additional funding to 

complete the re-surfacing project in 2021. 

 Work to address idling problems during school pick-ups/drop-offs and deliveries 

at commercial facilities with the use of the Green Design Guidelines being 

created. 

Municipal Operations 

o Lead by Example/Sustainable Operations - The Village’s staff seeks state/federal and 

private grants to advance sustainability efforts throughout the community and for Village 

facilities. Efforts are made to share service contracts with multiple local governments 

when possible. Vehicles are matched to tasks they are needed for to optimize 

performance. 
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o Municipal Fleet – Currently the Village recycles many used items as part of the Village’s 

Fleet maintenance including various oils (motor, hydraulic and other), tires, rubber and 

steel. In addition, the Village uses low sulfur diesel fuel. Low sulfur diesel fuel reduces 

harmful pollutants, nearly eliminating nitrogen oxide and particulate matter emissions. 

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 During the remainder of 2020, the Village will onboard three new hybrid squad 

cars. 

 Continue to work on reducing the size of the municipal fleet to be more efficient. 

Sustainable Communities 

o Arts and Culture - The Historic Preservation Commission seeks to preserve and maintain 

the community’s historic assets. The Natural Resources Commission partnered with a 

local arts organization to highlight natural areas in Glenview as part of an awards 

program in conjunction with the annual art fair. 

o Health and Safety - Efforts are made to connect community members, especially seniors, 

to existing services that support health and wellness and ensure that high quality human 

services programs are available and utilized. Disaster plans and plans have been 

developed in collaboration with state and federal partners to prepare for and respond to 

pest and disease threats to public health.  

o Local Food - The Village supports and occasionally partners with the Glenview Park 

District to foster local and sustainable food and community gardens. 

o Policy - The Village has adopted recent state building codes that increase energy 

efficiency in buildings. Design guidelines and manuals are in progress and will help 

guide local commissions in evaluating development proposals from a sustainability 

perspective. 

o Education/Outreach/Engagement – The Village encourages the community to develop 

values based on sustainability through programming of cable TV, website, and 

newsletters. Information about sustainability issues is made available at several 

community events throughout the year. The Natural Resources Commission annually 

hosts numerous opportunities for residents to participate or become educated about 

sustainability. Examples of activities include buckthorn removal, tree tagging, and 

speaking programs at the Glenview Public Library. The Natural Resources Commission 

has hosted a Green Table every Saturday at the Farmer’s Market for many years. The 

Village’s communications department provides information on sustainability through the 

Village’s newsletter, e-Glenview, and the Village’s website. The newsletter reserves a Go 

Green Glenview column to discuss sustainability issues. The Natural Resources 

Commission has implemented an Environmental Sustainability award to highlight local 

businesses and organizations that are making contributions. 

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Complete sustainability-focused design guidelines 

 Continue Environmental Sustainability award program 

Waste and Recycling 
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o Waste Reduction - Reduction of paper and ink use is encouraged among municipal 

employees including setting printers to default double-sided black & white printing.  

o Recycling/Waste Diversion - Curbside recycling is available to residents and municipal 

facilities offer recycling bins. Special categories of recycling are offered periodically or 

continuously, including electronics, document shredding, pharmaceuticals, shoes, glasses, 

print cartridges, holiday lights, Christmas trees, etc. Food scrap composting is allowed on 

private property, and the Village’s waste hauler launched a curbside food scrap pickup as 

part of the existing landscape recycling programs. Residents who opt-in to the program 

receive a separate composting bin in which they can comingle landscape and food scraps 

which is composted at a licensed facility. As of spring 2020, over 1,300 residents were 

participating in the program. 

o Education and Engagement - Fly dumping and littering is prohibited within the Village 

and clean-up days such as river days and adopt-a-highway programs are offered. The 

Village maintains a strong relationship with the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook 

County. 

o E-Permitting – The Village offers electronic permitting including paperless submittal of 

documents and issuance of permits.   

o 2020-2021 Goals –  

 Expand E-Permitting capabilities and application through new permit software 

within the next year. This software will enable the Village to expand paperless 

services offered by the Development Department. 

 Due to COVID-19 some local recycling events have been temporarily delayed or 

cancelled; however, multiple recycling opportunities still exist for residents 

particularly for electronics and paper shredding. A 2020 goal includes completing 

additional outreach to Village residents on multiple channels (GVTV, social 

media, eGlenview, Village newsletter and Connections) to educate the public on 

these opportunities. 

Water 

o Water Conservation - The Village has provided smart meters to all utility customers, 

allowing for rapid identification of leaks and increased accuracy of billing. Landscape 

watering restrictions are in place, such that watering is limited to evening and morning 

hours to avoid excessive evaporation.  

o Water Quality - Coal tar sealants have been banned within the Village, alternatives to 

salting and other strategies to limit salt are applied by Public Works when possible, and 

pesticides and fertilizer are used judiciously on municipal properties. Storm drains are 

stenciled to remind users that water will run off to the river.  

o Water Infrastructure - The Village operates an efficient water utility delivering clean, 

healthy water to the community. Water loss is controlled and leaks are detected and 

repaired promptly. All customers have automated meter reading technology. When 

possible, street, utility, and water infrastructure projects are coordinated.  

o Stormwater Management and Green Infrastructure - Some applications of permeable 

pavement have been piloted by the Village including the Metra parking lot at Compass 

and Lehigh and the Tyner Center. Functional landscaping, such as rain gardens, green 
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roofs, bioswales, and trees have been deployed to manage stormwater in the Metra 

parking lot at Compass/Lehigh and the detention basin at United Methodist Church. 

Residents have been encouraged and subsidized to construct rain gardens on private 

property, and they can be directed to low-cost rain barrels for capturing and reusing 

rainwater. Overhead sewers are also incentivized, and downspouts may not be connected 

to storm sewers. Several detention basins on public and private property have been 

landscaped with native species to enhance stormwater management and habitat values. 

Village staff actively participates in North Branch Chicago River watershed management 

groups, and has received funding to improve water quality and habitat resources through 

several streambank stabilization projects.  

o Policy – The Community Development, with the collaboration of the Natural Resources 

Commission, is currently creating design guidelines for future development. These 

guidelines will promote opportunities for green infrastructure practices to be applied on 

private property. 

o Education and Outreach - The Village’s Communications Director and the Natural 

Resources Commission offer several opportunities for community engagement around 

water stewardship and green infrastructure, including cleanup and planting projects, 

newsletter articles, website resources, bicycle tours, speaking engagements, and literature 

distribution. 

o 2020-2021 Goals – Enhance function of Brett Lane detention basin and convert to native 

landscaping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


